1615 will of ROBERT STONE  (great-great-great grandfather of ELIZABETH STONE, wife of THOMAS MARCHANT the diarist)                                                                                             26 / 109 ~342

In the name of God amen the second daye of October in the yere of oure Lord god one thousand sixe hundred and fifteene and in the yere of the raigne of oure soveraigne Lorde James by the grace of god of England Scotland France and Ireland Kinge Defender of the faithe or that is to saye of England France and Ireland the thirteenth and of Scotland the Nyne and fortieth. I ROBERT STONE of Rusper in the Countie of Sussex and Dioces of Chichester beyng sicke in bodye but perfect of mynde and memorye (I thank god foryt) Do ordayne and make this my last Will and testament in manner and forme folowing. First I Commend and Committ my Soule unto Almightie god my Creator and Redeemer and my bodye to the Earth to be buried where yt shall please god. Item I give to the highe churche of Chichester six pence. Item I give to the poore of the parishe of Rusper tenne shillinges. Item I give to the poore of the parishe of Capell in the Countie of Surrey tenne shillinges to be payed to bothe presentlie after my decease and to be Distributed at the Discretion of myne Overseers hereunder named. Item I will that myne executor shall presenttlie after my decease Deliver to my Overseers tenne shillinges to be by them Distributed to suche poore people as shall come to my buryall from other places. Item I give to my god sonne Robert Poore twoe shillinges six pence. Item I give to my servante Robert Tilt three shillinges fouer pence. Item I give unto my servante John Laker three shillinges fouer pence. Item I give unto Susan Eversede my servant fyve shillinges. Item I give unto Agnes Edwards my servante three shillings fouer pence. All which saied Legaceys to my saied Servantes I will shalbe payed them within one Moneth next after my Decease. Item I give unto Jane Bowell the wife of William Bowell my daughter tenne poundes of lawfull englishe money to be payed unto her within three monethes next after my decease. Item whereas at the marriage of my saied Daughter Jane I promised William Bowell her husband to keepe and bring up for hym Elizabeth Stone Daughter of the saied Jane my will ys that my Executor shall have nothing of hym the saied William nor of his executors for keeping of the saied Elizabeth nor for any other chardges I bestowed uppon her any manner of Waye but do forgive hym all. And my will ys that whatsoever her bringing up shalbe adjudged worthe by them that have authoritie shall belong and be due to hym the saied William Bowell his executors and assignes. Item I forgive my sonne John Stone twelve poundes which he oweth me for twoe greate oxen which he boughte of me. Item I give unto Elizbeth my wife in recompence of her Dower and Thirdes all that my Tenement or mesuage and house in Rusper aforesaied wherein I do nowe Dwell with all the Barnes building orchardes gardens Landes and tenements thereunto belonging nowe in the tenure and occupation of me the saied Robert called Broades and Lichells or by whatsoever other name or names the same or any parte or parcell thereof is or hath ben called conteyning by estimation three score and eighteene acres. Item I give unto her the saied Elizabeth more in recompence of her Dower and Thirdes a parcell of Land in Rusper aforesayed called Churche Crofts or by whatsoever other name or names the same or any parte or parcell thereof is or hath ben called which I late boughte of Sir Richard Cowper knighte conteyning be estimacon foureteene acres. Item I give unto her more in recompence of her Dower and Thirdes one Close of Land in Rusper aforesayed called Longcrofte which I late bought of John Young of Henfield and of Katherine his wife parcell of Landes in Rusper aforesayed called Gardiners To have and to hould all the saied tent or mesuage house Barne buildings orchardes gardens Landes tenements and other all and singular the premisses before in theise presentts to her bequeathed and given with all and singular theire and every of theire appurtenances unto her the sayed Eliz and her Assignes during her naturall life To the only and propper use of the saied Elizabeth my wife and her assignes for longe as she the saied Elizabeth shall lyve. And after the Deathe and Decease of the saied Elizabeth I will give and bequeathe all the saied Tenement or mesuage house barne Buildinges orchardes gardens Landes tenements parcell of Land and Close of Land and other all and singular the premisses above mentioned to be bequeathed and given unto the saied Elizabeth my Wife during her life with all and singular theire and every of theire appurtenances unto HENRY STONE my youngest sonne his Heires and assignes for ever. To have and to hould all the sayed Tenement or mesuage house Barne buildinges orchardes gardens Landes Tenements parcell of Land and Close of Land and other all and singular the premisses above mentioned with all and singular theire and every of theire appurtenances unto the saied HENRY STONE his heires and assignes for ever to the onlie use and behoose of the saied HENRY STONE his heires and assignes for ever. To houlde of the cheife Lordes of the       by the Rents and services thereof due and of righte And my will is further that the saied Elizabeth my wife and her Assignes shall paye unto my sonne John Stone his heires and assignes suche rent as shalbe due to hym or them from and after the decease of Jane Engler wife unto William Engler gent out of the saied Tenement or Mesuage house and Landes called Broades and Lichells according as yt is to be payed unto hym and them by vertue of certaine Conveyannce thereof betweene me and hym made. In consideracon whereof I will that myne Executor hereafterin theise presentts named his executors administrators and assignes shall well and trulie paye or cause to be payed unto the saied Elizabeth my wife her executors and assignes during her naturall life from and after the Decease of the sayed Jane Engler yerelie and every yere the somme of seaven poundes of lawfull englishe money at fouer tearmes or feasts in the yere most usuall that is to say At the Birthe of oure Lord god Thannunciacon of Saint Mary the Blessed virgin the Nativitie of Saint John Baptist and Snt Michaell Tharchanngell by equall portions yerelie to be payed at or in the saied house where I dwell in Rusper aforesayed. The first payment thereof to begynne at that Feaste of the Feastes aforesayed which shall first happen after the Deathe of the sayed Jane Engler. Item I give unto the saied Elizabeth my wife twentie poundes of lawfull englishe money to be payed unto her by myne executor within three monethes next after my decease. Item I give unto the saied Elizabeth all my houshould stuffe and implements of houshould which I have in my saied nowe Dwelling house in Rusper aforesayed fullie and whollie except the Furnace the greate table in the hall and the best Bedsteade in the guesten Chamber which I will she shall have the sole use during her life onlie. Item I give unto her more all the Corne and grayne and all other provision in the sayed house towards housekeeping. Item I give unto her ye said Elizabeth more all the wheate in the barne which grewe uppon my Lande called Lichells (except ten ______ ). Item I give unto her more all the Oates in the Oate Barne that appertaynes to the house I Dwell in all the haye and strawe in the Barne at home and all the haye strawe and pease in the Barne in the Lands called Lichells (except that which lyeth in the litle ende of the sayed Barne Item I give unto her more all the wheate growing uppon the field or close called the ________ ________ Item I give unto her the saied Elizabeth more myne kyne and Bull my greate gray Mare six greate hogges and fouer younge hogges. Item I give unto her the sayed Elizabeth and to my sonne John all my waynes wheeles ploughes chaynes harrowes D----ge Cartes and ymplements of husbandrie to be equallie Divided betweene them. All the Residue of my goodes not before given (my debts payed my Legacyes Discharged and my bodye honestlie buryed) I give and bequeathe unto HENRY STONE my Sonne whome I make whole and sole executor of this my Last will and testament. Overseers of this my last will and Testament I do ordayne and appoynte my trustie and welbeloved freindes Joseph Browne Clerke Parson of Rusper John Stone my sonne and Willm Bowell my sonne in Lawe yeoman: And they to have for theire trabel and paynes to be taken therein twentie shillinges apeece over and besides theire necessarye expenses. And I do hereby revoake and make voyde all former willes whatsoever by me made. And I will that this my presentt will shalbe taken and accepted for my lawfull and last will. In witnesse whereof I have to every sheete of theise presentts beyng fouer in number set myne hand and Seale in the presentce of those whose names are hereunder written. ROBERT STONE. 

Joseph Browne. Willm Browne. Thomas Eversede his marke

Probate in Latin proved 7.11.1615

People mentioned in the will

	Testator
	ROBERT STONE

	Wife
	ELIZABETH

	
	

	Son
	John Stone,     died 1625

	Youngest son
	HENRY STONE

	
	

	Daughter
	Jane Bowell

	Son-in-law
	William Bowell

	Illegitimate granddaughter
	Elizabeth Stone

	
	

	
	Jane Engler

	Husband
	William Engler

	
	

	Godson
	Robert Poore, born 1608 Rusper, son of Peter & Mary (nee Reynolds)

	
	

	
	Sir Robert Cowper – former owner of Church Crofts in Rusper

	
	John Young & wife Katherine (nee Gardin) of Henfield – former owners of Longcroft in Rusper (married 1594 Rusper)

	
	

	Servants
	Robert Tilt

	
	John Laker

	
	Susan Eversede born 1595 Rusper, daughter of Thomas

	
	Agnus Edwards

	
	

	Friend & witness
	Rev Joseph Browne (Parson of Rusper) married Elizabeth Stone 1606 (widow of a John Stone of the Nunnery)

	Witnesses
	William Brown, son of Joseph Brown

	
	Thomas Evesede, possibly father of Susan above

	
	

	
	


Synopsis

· 6d to the High Church of Chichester

· 10s to the poor of Rusper

· 10s to the poor of Capell in Surrey

· 10s to be distributed to any poor people attending ROBERT’s funeral

· 2s-6d to godson Robert Poore

· 3s-4d to servant Robert Tilt

· 3s-4d to servant John Laker

· 5s to servant Susan Eversede

· 3s-4d to servant Agnes Edwards

· £10 to daughter Jane Bowell

· All expenses incurred by William Bowell in bringing up Elizabeth Stone (Jane’s illegitimate daughter) to be reimbursed to William

· A release of a debt of £12 incurred to him by his son John Stone

· Broades and Lichells, Church Croftes and Longcrofte in Rusper to wife ELIZABETH

· Upon ELIZABETH’s death the afore-mentioned property to pass to son HENRY

· After the death of Jane Engler ELIZABETH is to pay rent to son John Stone in respect of Broades and Lichells

· After the death of Jane Engler ELIZABETH to receive an annual payment of £7

· £20 to wife ELIZABETH

· All household goods from the Rusper dwelling house to ELIZABETH (except for a furnace, a table and a bedstead which she should have the use of during her lifetime)

· To wife ELIZABETH all the wheat from Lichells with one exception, all the oats, hay and straw in the barn at ROBERT’s dwelling house, all the hay, straw and peas in the Lichells barn with one exception, and certain wheat still growing.

· Also to wife ELIZABETH kyne (cows?), bull, a mare, 10 hogs

· To wife ELIZABETH and son John (equally divided) certain farm machinery

· Residue to son HENRY

· 20s each plus expenses to Joseph Browne, son John and son-in-law William Bowell

