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In the name of God Amen the fourth day of August Anno Domini 1624 I John Wickham of Hurstperpound in the county of Sussex yeoman being sick in body but of good and perfect remembrance thanks be to Almighty God do make and ordain my last will and testament in manner and form as follows First I give and bequeath my soul unto Almighty God my maker and unto Jesus Christ my only Saviour and Redeemer by his death and passion I hope to be saved and my body to be buried in Hurst churchyard Item i give and bequeath unto the poor of Hurst ten shillings Item I give and bequeath unto Thomas my son and to his heirs forever all those four several parcels of land as followeth .... the appurtenance lying and being in the parish of Hurstperpound that is to say one messuage or parcel of land called or known by the name of Southfield by estimation eight acresbe it more or less lying on the north side of one lane or highway leading from ?.Babridges house unto the Pidgatt on the west unto the orchard or garden of widow Babridge on the north unto the land of James Mathew and on the east unto the land of Robert Whitpayne senior one other parcel of land called or known by the name of Southfield of ?Gerards croft by estimation four acres be it more or less lying on the south side of one lane or highway leading from Babridges house unto the ..... on the east unto one way being part of the Ridge and on the south unto the lands of James Mathew called by the name of ?Chabbon to one other messuage or parcel of land called or known by the name of Southfield or Godmans croft by estimation two acres be it more or less lying on the south side of the lane or highway before mentioned and to the east unto the field before called Gerard and on the south unto the land of James Mathew called the ..... and on the west side unto one croft called the church croft one other messuage or parcel of land called or known by the name of church croft by estimation two acres be it more or less lying on the south side of the aforenamed lane or high way on the east by Godmans croft on the south unto Chabbon

boots one pair of the best and two of the middle sort Item I give unto Joane my wife two chests and whereas if it thought that Joane my wife is with child and if it shall happen so to be and that the said child do live then my will is that the said child whether it be son or daughter shall have one legacy of thirty pounds to be paid at the age of twentyone years and in the meantime to be put out by my Overseers for the bringing up of the said child until it shall come to age but if it do happen that Joane my wife be not with child or otherwise the child do happen to die before she or he shall come to the age of twentyone years then my will is that my two younger sons Thomas and William shall have the legacy of thirty pounds before given and bequeathed between them this devided in equal portions but if it shall happen that either of my two sons do die before he come to the age of twentyone years then my will is the other shall have the whole legacy of thirty pounds before given and bequeathed Item I give and bequeath and my will is that Bridget Taberner my old servant shall have yearly and every year during her natural life the sum of three pounds to be paid her fifteen shillings every quarter so long as she liveth by my executor and overseers Item my will is that all the residue of my goods and chattels not yet given and bequeathed I do give unto John my son whom I make and appoint my sole executor to this my will and testament also my will is that for this my will is that for this my will performed in every respect Item I request Robert Whitpayne the elder and Richard Gander and Thomas Dyer as overseers of this my last will and testament my one desire to take some pains in the execution of this my last will and testament unto whom I give full power and authority and my will is shall have full power and authority to sell and make money of all my goods and chattels for the satisfying and paying of legacies and debts Item my will is that Joane my wife shall take the rents of all my lands and the dwelling in the house for looking and bringing up of my children keeping them well so long as she shall keep herself unmarried but if she do happen to marry then my will is that my overseers shall put out the house and all the lands at their discretion for the bringing up of my children --- and to take them off to school and to be well placed I do also desire my overseers to take a special care for the performing and maintaining of my young woods and to keep the buildings well repaired until my heirs come to age Item I give and bequeath unto either of my overseers ten shillings for their payment to ...... my will ....... their charges ....... I give unto the scibenere five shillings for writing this my will In witness hereof I have to this my last will and testament set my seal and subscribed my name the day and year above written John Wickham his mark sealed signed and delivered in the presence of William Marshall - his mark Thomas ?Chornlan - his mark Sydney ?Shield - his mark
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