1656 Will of William Marchant                                             
PROB 11/259/407~360

great-great uncle to THOMAS MARCHANT the diarist    

In the Name of God Amen The Twentieth daie of Maie Anno Dm One Thousand Six Hundred fiftie two I William Marchant of the parish of Edburton in the Countie of Sussex and Diocis of Chichester yeoman (the unprofitable Servant of Allmighty God) being weak of bodie but of good and perfect memorie thanks be given to the Lord therefore doe make and ordain this my last Will and Testament in manner and form following viz First I bequeath my Soule into the hands of Allmighty God my Creator assuredlie believing that in and through the meritts of Jesus Christ my Saviour he will forgive all my sinnes and receive me into his glorious kingdom And my bodie I commit to the Earth whence it was taken to be buried with some Christian buriall when it shall please God that I shall end this mortall Life And my temporall goods wherewith the Lord in mercie hath blessed me withall I dispose them as followeth Item I give and bequeath unto the poore of the Parish of Edburton Thirteen Shillings foure pence to be given and distributed unto them by my Executor hereafter named within one month next after my decease Item I give and bequeath unto William Marchant my youngest Sonne the summe of Twenty pounds of Lawfull English money to be paid him within six monthes next after my decease Item I give and bequeath unto William Marchant my youngest Son my brewing fornace And my best ______Plate, and my table and ______ in the Parlour and and half my Pewter and my two Bed ________ standing in the Hall and Parlour Lofts(?) and the fetherbeds and boulsters and Coverlets and Blankets and all other things unto them belonging (excepting sheets) and Two Chests One Chest standing in the Hall Loft (?) wherein we comonly _______ our woollen Clothes in, and one other Chest which hath a burne on the Lidd of him standing in the Parlour Loft, and foure silber spoons with Lynnen money and all other thing that shall be in him at my decease And also I give unto my said sonne William all other things that are in his own Chest or anything whatsoever that be in his own Custodie and keeping at my decease Item I give and bequeath unto Joane my daughter the wife of Thomas Averie the summe of Ten pounds to be paid her within Six monthes next after my decease And the said summe of Ten pounds to be equally divided between her Children when they shall come to the age of Eighteen years Item I give and bequeath unto my daughter Susan the wife of Nathaniel Averie the summe of Twentie pounds to be paid unto her within six months next after my decease And the said summe of Twentie pounds to be equally divided between her Children when they shall come to the age of Eighteen years Item I give and bequeath unto Anne my daughter the wife of Robert Bennet the summe of Twentie pounds to be paid to her within Six monthes next after my decease And the said summe of Twentie pounds to be for the use benefit and behalf of her Child or Children to be equally divided between them when they shall come to the age of Eighteen years as aforesaid Item all the residue of goods Chattels Credits and debts not heretofore given and bequeathed (my debts which I of right and conscience doe _______ unto anie person being paid and ________ Legacies discharged with the probate of this my Will and funerall expenses satisfied and discharged) I doe wholie give and bequeath them unto John Marchant my Eldest Sonne whom I make my whole and sole Executor unto this my last Will and Testament And I doe nominate and appoint my Cozen John Luxford to be Overseer of this my last Will and Testament ______him to be ______and faithfullie fulfilled according to my trust ______ in him And I doe give him for a token ______ of my Love Ten shillings for his paines and to have his charges allowed him whensoever he shall take anie paines or trouble about it And this revoking all former Wills and Testaments heretofore by me made I appoint this to be my last Will and Testament And hereunto have sett my hand and seale the daie and year above written 

William Marchant 

Read sealed signed and acknowledged to be his last Will and Testament in the presence of 

Thomas Saris  Edw       
This Will was proved 24.11.1656 at London

People mentioned in the will

	Testator
	William Marchant, born 1592 (son of MYLES MARCHANT and ANN LUXFORD), wed Joan Banistaire 1616, buried 1656 at Edburton

	Eldest son
	John, born 1619, married to Barbara, died of smallpox in 1666

	Youngest son
	William, born 1633, wed Mary Peckham 1656 and Elizabeth Gatland 1659

	
	

	Daughter
	Joan, born c. 1617, wed Thomas Averie jr 1642

	Son-in-law
	Thomas Averie jr, born 1602 (son of Thomas and Dorothy nee Lashmer)

	
	

	Daughter
	Susan, born 1621, wed Nathaniel Averie 1643

Thomas jr and Nathaniel were sons of Thomas Averie sr

	Son-in-law
	Nathaniel Averie, born 1604 (son of Thomas and Dorothy nee Lashmer)

	
	

	Daughter
	Ann, born 1624 wed Robert Bennet

	Cousin
	John Luxford (William’s mother was born ANN LUXFORD)


Synopsis

· 13s-4d to the poor of Edburton

· £20 and various household goods to youngest son William Marchant

· £10 to daughter Joane to be divided between her children

· £20 to daughter Susan to be divided between her children

· £20 to daughter Anne to be divided between her children

· 10s to John Luxford as overseer to will

· residue to eldest son John

