1658 will of John Bysshe, father of Frances Bysshe who married Richard Turner

The Bysshe family has tenuous links to the Marchants
In the Name of God Amen, the ninth daie of October in the yeare of our Lord one thousand sixe hundred fifty seaven I John Bysshe Clerke Parson of Piecombe in the county of Sussex, beinge well of bodie, and of good and perfect remembrance, (God be praised therefor) revoking all other wills and testaments by me heretofore made, doe make this my last will and testament in manner followinge, 

Inprimus, I bequeath my soule unto Almighty God, the father, the sonne, and the Holy Ghost, my maker, my savior, and my comforter, And my bodie to decent Christian burial, in the chancell of Piecombe as neare the body of Margaret my late loving wife as conveniently may be in hope of a joyful resurrection and of forgiveness of all my sinnes, and of everlasting life among the blessed company of saints in heaven , by the mercies of God the father through the meritts, Death, and passion of his sonne, our blessed Lord, and saviour Jesus Christ, who shed his most precious bloud for my sinnes: 

Item whereby my eldest sonne Christopher Bisshe stands bound unto me by obligation in two hundred pounds for the payment of one hundred pounds of lawfull money of England I give and bequeath unto my said sonne Christopher Bisshe all the money due unto me upon the said obligation And I doe discharge my said sonne Christopher Bisshe, his heyres, executors and administrators of and from the said obligation and doe hereby make it void and of none effect 

Item whereas my said sonne Christopher Bisshe by one other obligation stands bound unto me in one hundred pounds for the payment of fiftie pounds of lawfull money of England I give and bequeath the said fifty pounds unto my third sonne Thomas Bisshe 

Item I give more unto my youngest sonne Thomas Bisshe one silver boale and two hundred and fiftie pounds of lawfull money of England to be paid unto him when he shall accomplish his full age of one and twentie yeares 

Item I give unto my two daughters Frances the wife of Richard Turner and Susan the wife of Nicholas Brigden twentie shillings a yeare 

Item I give unto my three grandchildren John Turner my godsonne, Thomas Turner and Mary Turner the children of John Turner and my late daughter Anne deceased five pounds apiece of lawfull money of England 

Item I give unto my five other grandchildren John Bisshe sonne of my sonne Christopher Bisshe Richard Turner Anne Turner and Frances Turner the children of Richard Turner and of my daughter Frances And to Mary Brigden the daughter of Nicholas Brigden and of my daughter Susan twenty shillings a piece And I will and devise that all the legacies given to my grandchildren shall be paid to every one of them generally when they shall attaine unto their generall ages of one and twentie yeares or daies of marriage respectively at which of them shall first happen 

Item my will and meaning is and I doe hereby devise and bequeath one annuity or rent charge of sixe shillings and eight pence by the yeare of lawfull money of England to the churchwardens and overseers of the poore of the said parish of Piecombe for the time being and to their successors forever churchwardens and overseers of the poore of the said parish of Piecombe to be issueinge and giving out of all my barne and lands called Mayfields with the appurtenances in Piecombe aforesaid And out of all the rente and profitts thereof to be paid to the said churchwardens and overseers and their successors upon the thirtieth daie of November yearly in or at the porch of the church of Piecombe aforesaid upon this speciall trust intent and confidence that the said churchwardens and overseers and their successors respectively shall yearly and every for ever pay and distribute according to their best judgements the said sixe shillings and eight pence yearly to the poore of the said parish of Piecombe upon the one and twentieth daie of December And if it shall happen the said yearly rent and annuity to be behind and unpaid to the said churchwardens and overseers and their successors according to my will and meaninge Then I doe hereby authorise the said churchwardens and overseers and their successors forever from time to time and often as the said rent shall be behind and unpaid to distress upon the said barne and lands called Mayfields and the distress and distresses there to be had and found to take leade carry and drive away and the same to impound untill of the said rent and arrerages thereof with their cost and expences thereabouts They and their successors shall be fully satisfied and paid The first season and payment of the said yearly annuity or rent charge of sixe shillings and eight pence to be paid unto them upon the thirtieth daie of November next insuing my decease 

Item I give and devise all my said barne and lands called Mayfields with the appurtenances in Piecombe aforesaid out of which and out of the rents and profitts whereof the said annuity or rent charge of sixe shillings and eight pence shall arise and be issuing to my second sonne John Bisshe and to his heires forever 

Item I give twenty shillings to the poore of Piecombe to be distributed among them on the day of the buryall All the rest of my monyes goods and chattells whatsoever unbequeathed my debts and funeral expenses being first discharged I give to my second sonne John Bisshe whome I make sole executor of this my last will and testament And I desire my loving friends Richard Butcher of Newhouse in Hurst and John Sury of Newtimber to be overseers of this my last will and testament and by their good advise to assist my executor concerning the performance of this my last will and testament To each of whome I give a paire of gloves for their paines And in witness that this is my true last will and testament I have hereunto sett my hand and seale the day and yeare first above written . 

John Bysshe

sealed and published in the presence of Jo. Diaper, Edward Kempe, Robert Holden his marke.

This will was proved at London before the judges for probate of wills and grantinge administration The three and twentieth daie of June in the yeare of our lord God one thousand sixe hundred fiftie and eight by the oath of John Bisshe the sonne and sole executor named in the said will to whom administration of all and single the goods and chattells of the said John Bisshe the elder deceased was committed and granted he being first sworn duly to administer the same.
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