1661 Will of Peter Marchant                                                                             ESRO W/A 29.44

great uncle to THOMAS MARCHANT the diarist)              
The twenty seventh day of April in the year of our Lord one thousand six hundred and sixty one I Peter Marchant of Ditchling in the County of Sussex Yeoman being sensible of the uncertainty of Life and being mindful how to have ________ order _________ which the Lord hath been pleased to bestow upon me do make and ordain this my last will and testament  in manner and form following And first I give and bequeath unto Peter Marchant my eldest son Two hundred and forty pounds of lawful money of England to be paid unto him when he shall accomplish and come to the age of one and twenty years by my Executors hereafter named Also I give unto my youngest son Richard Marchant forty pounds of lawful money of England And also I give unto the said Richard Marchant my                        standing in the_____________ the house where I now live to be paid and delivered unto him when he shall accomplish and come to the age of one and twenty years by my overseers how after named Also my will is that my debts and legacies being paid and my goods and chattels being equally_________ by whom my brother Richard Marchant shall think fit to have __________ them that all the residue of the value of my said goods and chattels to be divided equally between my four daughters and paid by my Executrix unto them if it shall for long remain in her hands but if my overseers shall think fit to take it out of her hands then to be paid by them unto my said daughters as they shall accomplish or come unto their several ages of one and twenty or at the Day of their marriage whichever shall first happen that is to say one equal part unto Elizabeth Marchant my eldest daughter and one other equal part unto Mary Marchant my daughter and one other equal part unto Anne Marchant my daughter and other equal part unto Sarah Marchant my daughter and one other equal part unto Joane Marchant my youngest daughter And if it shall happen that any of my said children shall die before they shall accomplish their said age or time above limited or executed for the payment of their said portions_________ In their said portions ought to have been paid them the said portion to be equally divided between the surviving both sons and daughters and I do constitute make and ordain Mary Marchant my wife Executrix unto this my last will and testament And I do intreat my brother Richard Marchant and my brother Thomas Marchant and my brother in law Thomas Jenner to be overseers of this my last will and testament And further my will is that if Mary Marchant my Executrix shall marry or if by any other means my overseers unto this my will or any two of them if they be all living or any one of them if it should happen that two of them should dye before any such ________ should happen shall have power by this my will and testament for to require sufficient bond for so much of my childrens portions as shall be then unpaid when they think fit to require bonds if such bond be not given within fourteen days as my overseers or overseer shall think sufficient then my will is that then my Executors or Overseers according to the form and __________ shall have power by this my last will to take or  _________ by law into their hands the remaining parts of my childrens portions which shall be then unpaid And that they shall allow unto my Executrix for the duration and towards __________ for the  _______ __________ by the pound yearly And shall pay the said portions to be ________ unto my children at such time as before limited unto my executrix and in such manner _______ my  will and testament that my executrix shall not deminish any part of my childrens portions________ but shall bring them _______ for ________ rest of it Also my will is that if my said executrix shall ________  or suffer to be paid any part of my Copyhold in Keymer that then my said executrix shall pay yearly for every acre of land to _______________ shillings and after she _______  for _____________  except it be the ____________ or _____ h ______ unto _____ of my ______ who are to ______ the said parcel of land ________ after his decease which said mony I give power unto every one of my overseers to _____ Into the ______ for the _______ of my said _____ the ______ out of what my ________ otherwise have had to bring ____ my _____ of _____ how _______

hand and seal the day and year first above ____________                       

______ but shall bring ___ them ___ for ____ rest
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Signed sealed and delivered

In the presence of

John Betchly

Richard   

X     his mark

Wood

People mentioned in the will

	Testator
	Peter Marchant born 1613, buried at Ditchling 1661

	Wife
	Mary nee Jenner born 1615, wed 1641

	Eldest son
	Peter born 1648, wed Elizabeth Pilbeam 1672

	Youngest son
	Richard 1650, buried at Ditchling 1663

	Eldest daughter
	Elizabeth born 1641, wed Michael Martin 1664

	Daughter
	Mary born 1643, wed James Wood 1664, buried at Twineham 1706

	Daughter
	Anne born 1646, wed John Agate 1664, buried Warnham 1727

	Daughter
	Sarah born 1653

	Daughter

Overseers
	Joan born 1656



	Brother
	Richard 1610, wed Margery Beard 1640, wed Joan Jenner c. 1645, buried at Ditchling 1678

	Brother
	THOMAS born 1615, wed MARY PIKHAM 1641, buried Albourne 1686

	Brother-in-law
	Thomas Jenner born 1623

	
	

	Witnesses
	John Betchly

	
	Richard Wood


Synopsis

· £240 to eldest son Peter Marchant

· £40 and ????? to youngest son Richard Marchant

· Residual goods to be divided amongst daughters 

· Wife Mary provided for 
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