1661 will of John Godley, Fletching, Sussex  
Proved 24 Feb 1661    E Sussex CRO  A29-79


In the name of God Amen the sixth day January in the ...teenth* yeare of the raigne of our sov’aigne Lord Charles the second by the grace of God King of England Scotland France & Ireland defender of the faith &c Annoq Dni 1661 I John Godley of Fletching in the County of Sussex yeom being sicke & weake in body but of good pfect memory thankes be therefore given to Almighty God doe make publishe & declare this my last Will & Testamt in manner & forme following.  First & principally I bequeath my soule into the hands of Almighty God my maker hopeing through the merretts of Jesus Christ my savio’r to have free forgivenes of all my sinnes & my body to the earth from whence it was taken to be decently buried accordinge to the discretion of myne executrix hereafter named.  Alsoe I give & bequeath unto Mary Godley my sole & onely daughter the sume of forty pownds of lawfull money of England to be paid unto her by my executrix hereafter named soe soonne as shall attaine to her full age of one & twenty yeares or day of her marriage which shall first happen.  Alsoe I give & bequeath unto Mary Godley my loveing wife all those my lands in Fletching called  ...ins**  for and dureing the terme of her n’rall life and after her decease I give the same? lands unto my said daughter Mary Godly & to her heires forever.  The residue of all my goods & chattles whatsoever I doe give & bequeath unto the said Mary my said loveing wife whome I doe make & ordayne my sole and whole executrix to see this my Will pformed & my debts & legacies truely paid & satisfied.  In witnes whereof I the said John Godly have to this my psent last Will & Testamt sett my hand & seale dated the day & yeare abovesaid.  John Godly his mke.


Sealed & delivered & likewise published & declared to be the last Will & Testamt of John Godly in the psence of Richard Page;  Edward Weekley
(Latin)  The Will of John Godly late of Fletching was proved 24 February 1661 by Mary Godly the relict & executrix to whom was granted the admon &c

*NOTE:  The word has been messily interlined.  It seems to end with ‘teenth’ but 1661 was the 12th year of the reign of King Charles II.  Although 1660 was his 1st year on the throne, he counted his reign from the execution of his father Charles I in 1649.   DW

**NOTE:  Unfortunately there is a blot or mark covering half of the place name.  DW
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