1674 will of John Godley, Chailey, Sussex

Proved 10 Aug 1674     E Sussex CRO A34-19


In the name of God Amen the third day of December in the yeare of our Lord God one thousand six hundred seaventy and three and in the yeare of the reigne of our Sovereigne Lord Charles the second by the grace of God of England Scotland France and Ireland King defender of the faith &c the five and twentith.  I John Godley of Byneham in the parrish of Chayley in the County of Sussex yeoman being well in body and of sound mind and perfect memory (praysed bee God) yett consideringe the sudden changes and chances of this mortall life and to the intent my due debts might bee truly payd and satisfyed doe make and ordaine and with mine owne hand write this my last will and Testam’t in manner and forme followeing.  First I bequeath my soule unto Almighty God my creatour redeemer and continuall pr’server and my body to the earth bee buried in the earth and for my worldly estate I dispose of as followeth.  First I give and bequeath unto the poore people of ye pish of Chayleigh aforesaid three pounds of good and lawfull money of England to bee payd by mine executor and divided amongst them by the Minister officers and cheife of the said parrish wthin six monthes next after my decease.  Alsoe I give and bequeath unto the servants that shall bee dwelling in the house when I dye tenne shillings a peice of like lawfull money to be payd att the tearme aforesaid.  Alsoe I give and bequeath unto my sister in lawe Joane the nowe wife of Thomas Brett a mourning ring of tenne shillings prise.  Alsoe I give and bequeath unto my cousens Ellis Midmore, Mary Midmore, Thomas Midmore to each of them a mourning ring of tenne shillings prise.  Alsoe I give and bequeath unto my said couzin Ellis Midmore the sume of twenty pounds.  And unto my said cousin Mary Midmore the sume of fifty pounds and unto my aforesaid cousin Thomas Midmore the sume of thirty pounds.  All of good and lawfull money of England to bee payd unto them and every of them as aforesaid theire and every of theire heries or assignes wthin the space of fowre yeares next after my decease.  Alsoe I give and bequeath unto my cousin John Godley sonne of my brother Thomas Godley my seale gold ring and all my silver plate.  All the rest of my goods and chattles and all and singular my severall freehold messuages lands and tenem’t wth theire and either of theire hereditaments? and? appurtenances and alsoe all my coppyhold and customary messuages lands and tenem’t wth theire and every of their severall and respective appurtenances which I now have or hereafter shall have surrendered unto the use and uses of my last will and Testamt.  And all and singular my messuage of lands and tenem’t whatsoever wth theire severall and respective appurtenances lyeing and being in the sev’all pishes of Chayleigh aforesaid and in Chiltington in  the pish of Westmiston in the County aforesaid by whatsoever severall name or names the same or any parte or parsell thereof be or called or knowne.  And alsoe all woods underwoods tymber or trees which now are or shall bee standing groweing and being in or uppon the lands and p’mises aforesaid or any parte or parcell thereof I give will and bequeath unto my onely brother Thomas Godley of Byneham aforesaid (whome I make and ordaine executor of this my will and Testamt) his heires and assignes for ever nevertheless uppon this condicon and to the use intent and purpose that hee may said brother Thomas Godley his or assignes shall well and truly pay satisfye and discharge all and every my true and due debts wch shall bee due and oweing by mee the said John Godley.  And alsoe pay my legacyes as aforesaid and discharge my funerall expences.  And if my said brother Thomas Godley his heires or assignes shall refuse or neglect and doe not satisfye and discharge my true and due debts legacyes and funerall expences as aforesaid accordinge to the true intent and meaning of this my last will and Testamt to the true intent and ... my true and due debts legacyes and funerall expences shall bee truely payd satisfyed and discharged as aforesaid I give will and bequeath all my aforesaid goods and chattles.  And alsoe all my aforesaid sev’all freehold messuages lands and tenem’ts wth theire and every of theire sev’all and respective appurtenances.  And alsoe all my coppyhold and customary messuages lands and tenem’ts wth theire and every of theire sev’all and respective appurtenances wch I have or shall have surrendered unto the use and uses of this my last will and Testamt.  And all and singular my messuages lands and tenem’ts whatsoever wth theire sev’all appurtenances lyeing and being in the sev’all parishes of Chayleigh aforesd and in Chiltington in the parrish of Westmiston in the County aforesaid by what sev’all name or names the same or any parte or parcell thereof I ....... bee called or known.  And alsoe all woods underwoods tymber and trees whatsoever wch now are or shall bee standing groweing and being in or uppon the lands and pr’mises aforesaid or any parte or p’cell thereof I will give and bequeath unto my freinds John Newnham the elder of Chayleigh aforesaid, Samuell Midmore of Lewes in the County aforesaid and my cousin Thomas Coppere of the Sindor in Chayleigh aforesaid and to theire heires for ever nevertheless uppon the speciall trust and confidence and to the intent use and purpose that they the said John Newnham, Samuell Midmore and Thomas Coppere or any two of them or the survivor of them shall dispose and sell all my aforesaid goods and chattles woods underwoods tymber and trees and alsoe mortgage or any other way convey according to theire discrecon all or any pte or parcell of my aforesaid messuages lands and tenem’ts as well freehold and coppyehold wth theire sev’all and respective appurtenances as aforesaid unto any pson or psons whatsoever and wth the moneyes due and arising for the same pay satisfye and discharge all and every my due and true debts legacyes and funerall expences as aforesaid returning the overplus unto my aforesaid brother Thomas Godley his heires and assignes the true intent and meaning of this my last will and Testamt being to this end specially that my debts may bee truely payd and satisfyed and I intreate my freinds Mr John .... of Lindefeild in the County aforesaid and my cousin John Mathew of Chayleigh aforesaid to bee overseers to this my last Will and Testamt and to assist my trustees aforesaid in the p’formance of the same.  And I give to every one of my said trustees and overseers one mourning ring of tenne shillings prise over and besides all his and theire reasonable costs and charges.  In witnes whereof I have hereunto sett my hand and seale and declared the same to bee the last Will and Testamt of mee the aforsaid John Godley.  John Godley in the p’sence of John Beard, John West, Thomas Huggett
(Latin)  Proved the Will of John Godley late of Chayleigh deceased 10 Aug 1664 before Thomas Briggs, Doctor of Laws &c  by Thomas Godley the executor named in the said Will

NOTE:  In the Probate I can read “decimo”, there is something following that has been struck out & another unreadable word written over.  DW

NOTE:  Several parts of the document are very faint at the edges.   DW
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