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In the name of God Amen I John Hill of the parish of West Grinsted in the County of Sussex yeoman being sick and weak in body but of perfect mind and memory thanks be to God do make and ordain my last Will and Testament in manner and form following.  Imprimis I bequeath my soul to God hoping for a blessed .... through the merits of Jesus Christ my only Saviour.  And my body to bee buryed according to the discretion of my executrix hereafter named.  Item I give and bequeath unto my sister Mary? the wife of Edward Wood tenn pounds of good and lawfull money of England to bee paid within one yeare after my decease.  Item I give and bequeath unto my sister Frances Hill tenn pounds of good and lawfull money of England to bee paid within one yeare after my decease.  Item I give unto John and Robert Michell my brothers by the half bloods to each of them five shillings apeece of good and lawfull money of England to bee paid within one yeare after my decease.  Item my will is that if my wife bee with child and if it please the Lord that shee have a child within nine months then I give unto that child and to the heires of that child for ever all my messuage and freehold lands lying and being in the parish of Westgrinsted called Gore Land but if my wife bee not with child then I give the said house and land unto Anne my loving wife during her life.  And afterwards to such as shalbee my lawfull heires.  Item I make Ann my loving wife to bee the whole and sole executrix of this my last Will and Testament whom I desire to pay all my debts that in right or conscience I owe to any person and to discharge these legacies as it is above expressed to whom I give all my goods and chattles within doors and without.  In witness whereunto I have sett my hand and seale this nineteenth day of October in the thirtyth yeare of the Raigne of our Soveraigne Lord Charles the Second by the grace of God of England Scotland France and Ireland King defender of the Faith Anno Dni 1678.  John Hill his mark


Published signed sealed and delivered as the last Will & Testament of the above named John Hill in the presence of us.  Will Dod...;  Barnard Tully;  Richard Michell

(Latin)  Proved 12 Nov 1678 before the Rev Thomas Briggs &c by Anne Hill relict of the deceased & executrix &c

NOTE:  This is a very poor photocopy, a lot of the one side is completely black and unreadable.  DW
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