1688 will of Elizabeth Bodle widow of Edward Bodle   
( MF 1303 Vol 38)   Will proved 1688

In the name of God amen. I Elizabeth Bodle of the parish of Haylesham in the county of Sussex widow being sick in body yet sound and perfect memory do make and ordain this my last Will and testament in manner and form following. First I give unto my son Edward Bodle one hundred to be paid to him at his age of one and twenty years. Also I give the bed in the parlour chamber with all that belongs to it, as it now stands with the cupboard and one boarded ………, and also the table and forms there belonging in the parlour and the cupboard there unto my said son Edward. 

Also I give unto my son Edward my biggest gold ring and the silver bowls and three Edward Shillings, and my biggest piece of gold and the great pewter flagon.  

Also my will and mind is that all my linen pewter and brass be equally divided between my son Edward and my daughter Elizabeth.

All thereof my goods and chattels my debts and funeral expenses being paid I give and bequeath unto my daughter Elizabeth Bodle whom I make sole executrix of this my last will; and I do nominate appoint and devise that Mr Henry Coby the older, and my brother Abraham Bodle to be overseers in trust during the minority of my executrix.

And I give unto them twenty shillings a piece over and above their reasonable charges.

Also I give one five shilling of piece to my sister Boxhill and one five shilling piece to my sister Davo (Varo?). 

I give twenty shillings unto the poor of this parish.

In witness so whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal the twelfth day of May in the year of our Lord 1685.

The mark of Elizabeth Bodle sealed and signed and declared to be my last will in the presence of Mary Wenham, John Wenham, Simon Tutt.

Proved 8th November 1688  

Elizabeth was the widow of Edward Bodle who had died leaving her with two small children. She was a Bodle before her marriage to her distant cousin Edward and therefore did not change her surname! 
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