1691 will of Richard Godley, West Hoathly, Sussex

Proved 21 April 1691    E Sussex CRO A40-120


In the name of God Amen the second day of March Anno Dni one thousand six hundred and ninety I Richard Godley of the parish of Westhoadly in the County of Sussex yeoman being sicke in body but of good and perfect memory thanks bee to Allmighty God for the same doe make and ordaine this my last Will and Testament in manner and forme following.  And first being penitent for my sinns past I commit my soule into the hands of Allmighty God and my body to the earth from whence it was first taken hoping through the merritts of Jesus Christ to have free pardon of and for all my sinns and hoping for a joyfull resurrection at the last day & to bee made partaker of everlasting life amongst them that are sanctifyed by faith in Christ.  And as for my worldly goods that it hath pleased God to bestow upon mee I dispose thereof as followeth.  Item I give and bequeath unto my loving wife Mary all the movable goods in the house that I dwell in except certain goods herinafter menconed.   Item I give and bequeath unto my said wife the sume of twenty pounds of good and lawfull mony of England.  Item I give and bequeath unto John Webb my kinsman the sume of one shiling.  Item I give and bequeath to Mary the now wife of the said John Web one joynd bedsteade a flock bed a feather boulster two feather pillows two Holland pillowcoats five flaxen sheets one little chest where the said linnen lyeth one pewter dish three small pewter porringers three small earthen porringers one iron pott and twenty pounds of lawfull mony of England and one flock boulster the which said goods and mony by mee given to Mary the wife of John Webb.  My will and meaning is that my executors shall keep it in their hands during the natural life of the said John Webb paying to the said Mary the yearly interest that the said twenty pounds will arise unto but if it happen that the said Mary depart this life before John Webb my will and meaning is that the said goods and mony by mee given to the said Mary the wife of the said John Webb shall bee ..... executors paying to my said loving wife the sume of twenty shillings a year during the naturall life of my said wife.  Item I give and bequeath unto William Nicholas the sonn of Abraham Nicholas the sume of forty shillings.  Item my will and meaning is that my loving kinsmen and friends Abraham Nicholas and John Pryor shall bee executors to this my last Will and Testament seeing all things well performed.  And if any other plus mony after all expences of buryall & legacies & other things and charges to bee disposed of to my poor relations that have most need.  And I desire Nathaniell Browne and John Paun? to bee overseers to this my last Will and Testament.  In wittness I have herunto set my hand and fixed my seale the day and year first above written.  Richard Godly his marke.


Sealed and delivered in the p’sence of Stephen Burgges his marke, Nicholas Cripps
(Latin)  The Will of Richard Godly of Westhoathly deceased was proved 25 April 1691 before Thomas Whalley, Surrogate  by Abraham Nicholas and John Pryor to whom admon of all and singular the goods &c was granted.
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