
1700 will of Johanne Ireland of Wisborough Green                                                 Proved 29 April 1700

In the name of God Amen I Johanne Ireland of Wisborough Green in the County of Sussex spinster being now of a sound mind & memory (thanks be given to Allmighty God for the same) doe first revoke & make void all wills by me formerly made and doe make constitute & ordaine this to be my last Will & Testamt in manner following (that is to say) And first & principally I give and bequeath my soul into the hands of Allmighty God my maker hoping to have free pardon of all my sins.  And my body I will to the earth to be buried in a Christian buryall.  And as touching that temporall estate wherewth Allmighty God of his bounty hath blessed me I give & dispose thereof as followeth.  Item I give & devise unto John Ireland my uncle Matthew Ireland son & to his heirs for ever all that my freehold messuage or tenem’t barne garden orchard & p’misses with the app’tences wch I lately purchased situate in Wisborough Green aforesaid & all other my freehold lands & tenements lying & being in the said parish of Wisborough Green.  Item I give unto my cousin Jane Ireland the sum of tenn pounds.  Item I give unto Katherine Thair widd the sum of five pounds.  Item I give unto Mary Shephard, Ann Shephard & John Shephard the sum of five shillings a peice.  Itm I give unto Ann Ireland of Headfolds Wood the sum of five pounds.  Item I give unto Johanne Jackman daughter of John Jackman of Lee House the sum of forty pounds & also a feather bed & bolster & all belonging to it and all my wearing apparell.  Itm I give unto Roger Emes the sum of twenty pounds.  Itm I give unto Hannah Stone the sum of forty shillings.  Itm I give unto John Hewes son of Richard Hewes the sum of forty shillings.  Itm I give unto the poor of the said parish of Wisborough Green wch take noe almes of the said parish the sum of forty shillings.  Itm I give unto my cousin Ann Smith the sum of forty shillings.  Itm I give unto John Jackman the younger of Lee House the sum of tenn pounds.  And I give unto William Jackman his brother the sum of five pounds.  All wch before menconed legacies I doe hereby will & desire my executor herein after named to pay & discharge within twelve months next after my decease.  And the better to enable my executor herein after named to pay the same I doe hereby give unto my said executor all the residue of my houshold goods & chattles & all my plate ready moneys & moneys at use either on bond bill mortgage surrender or otherwise howsoever (my debts & funerall expences being first paid & satisfied.  And I doe hereby constitute & ordaine the said John Ireland to be sole executor of this my Will & Testamt doe desire Mr John Shudd of Kirdford & Mr John .... overseers of the same.  And doe order that their charges be defreyed.  In witness whereof I the said Johanne Ireland have to this my last Will & Testamt sett my hand & seal this twenty seventh day of June in the eleventh year of the reigne of our sov’aigne Lord King William the Third over England &c Annoq dno 1699.  Joane Ireland.

Signed sealed published & declared to be the last Will & Testamt of the said Johanne Ireland in the p’sence of us who have hereunto subscribed our names in the p’sence of the said Johanne Ireland.  John Haylor;  John Smart;  Thomas Sherrin

(Latin) Proved before Robert? Topp, Clerk, Surrogate 29 April 1700 by John Ireland relative of the deceased & executor &c &c

NOTE:  The 2nd page of this Will is black across the top & down the right hand side.  I cannot be 100% sure of the dates ‘1699’ & ‘1700’ – the 11th year of William III was 13 Feb 1699 to 12 Feb 1700. DW
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