1706 Will of WILLIAM MARCHANT  - Father of THOMAS MARCHANT the diarist

                                                                                                                            ESRO W/A 46.204
In the Name of God Amen I WILLIAM MARCHANT of Hurstpierpoint in the County of Sussex Yeoman being in health and of sound disposing mind and memory praised be Almighty God for the same and also for all other his mercies do make and declare this my last will and testament in manner and form following And first and most principally I commend my Soul into the hands of Almighty God steadfastly trusting through the merits of Jesus Christ to have pardon of all my Sins And my Body I committ to the Earth to be decently interred at the discretion of my Executrix hereafter named And as for what worldly estate it hath pleased Almighty God to bless me with I dispose thereof as followeth viz I give and devise unto my son William Marchant his Heirs and Assignees All that my Messuages Farms and Lands with the Appurtenances thereto situated lying and being in the parish of Balcombe in the said County called or known by the Name of Spicers or by whatsoever other name or names or descriptions the same or any part thereof be or is called or known or in whatsoever other parish or place the Same or any part thereof are situate lying or being now in the tenure or occupation of my said son William or his Assigns to have and to hold unto the said William his Heirs or Assigns for ever upon Condition nevertheless that my said Son William his Heirs or Assigns do and shall well and truly pay or cause to be paid the several Sums of money to the several persons hereafter mentioned at the times hereafter limited for payment thereof viz One Hundred and Twenty Five pounds to my daughter Mary Marchant One Hundred and Twenty Five Pounds to my Daughter Sarah Marchant One Hundred and Twenty Five Pounds to my Daughter Anne One Hundred and Twenty Five Pounds to my Daughter Elizabeth of lawful money of England at their several and respective ages of One and Twenty years or day of Marriage whichever shall first happen and likewise do and shall well and truly pay unto my Executrix hereafter named and her Executors and Administrators the Interest of the said several sums of One Hundred and Twenty Five Pounds until the same shall severally and respectively become due and payable by two equal half yearly payments first payment thereof to be computed from the Day of my death at the Rate of five Pounds per cent per annum for the maintenance of my said Daughters and the Survivors and Survivor of them And my Will is that if any of my said Daughters shall depart this life before her said portion shall become due and payable as aforesaid that the same shall at the time when such of my daughters who shall____________ would have been of the Age of One and Twenty years if she had been living be equally divided amongst the survivors or survivor of them my said Daughters And in case my said Son William his Heirs or Assigns shall not pay or cause to be paid the interest of the several sums of One hundred and twenty five pounds at the day and times hereby appointed for payment thereof my will and meaning is and I do hereby give full power and authority to and for my Executrix hereinafter named and Executors and Administrators unto the said Messuages Farms Lands and premises or any part thereof from time to time as the said Interest or any part thereof shall become due and payable to____ and____ the____ issues and profits of the said premises or any part thereof for the maintenance of my said daughters and the survivors and survivor of them without any____ therefore to be given to my son William his heirs or assigns until all such Interest shall be duly paid and satisfied And if my son William his heirs or assigns shall not pay or cause to be paid the said several sums of one hundred and twenty five pounds at the day and time when the same are hereby intended to be paid then and in such a case I do hereby give full power and authority to and for my Executrix hereinafter named and her Executors and Administrators to raise the same or any part thereof either by mortgage of all or any part of the said Messuages and premises or by sale of the_______ and inheritance of so much thereof as will fully pay and satisfy as much of the said sums of one hundred and twenty five pounds as shall not be paid as aforesaid Item I give and devise unto my son Peter Marchant all that my Messuage or tenement where I now dwell together with the orchard gardens and buildings and appurtenances with________ land___ the____ appurtenances thereon_____ now or lately used held or enjoyed lately purchased by me of Abel Muzzall and also my Messuages Lands and every of their appurtenances commonly called or known by the several names of the____ ___  Isotts and poor of freehold land lately purchased of one Thomas______and a mead called_____Lambards Mead or by whatsoever other name or names or description the____ mentioned premises or any part thereof be or is called or known all___lands and tenements are situated lying and being in Hurstpierpoint aforesaid and now in my occupation And whereas certain articles of agreement between me and William Bannister of Hurstpierpoint aforesaid dated on or about Xmas last               I have contracted with the said William for the absolute fee and inheritance of and in certain freehold lands called or known by the several names of (here there is a blank in the original document) Now I do hereby give and devise all my rights titles claims and demands unto the lands and premises unto my son Peter his heirs and assigns Nevertheless the said several bequests by me made as aforesaid for my said son Peter are by this will intended to be upon condition that my son Peter his heirs and assigns do and shall well and truly pay or cause to be paid into every of my daughters above mentioned as shall attain to the age of one and twenty years or be married the sum of one hundred and fifty pounds____ upon their attaining to their several ages of one and twenty years or be paid upon the days of their marriage whichever shall first happen and likewise do and shall pay unto my Executrix and her Executors and Administrators as the Interest for the said several sums of one hundred and fifty pounds until the times limited for payment thereof as aforesaid at the rate of five pounds percent per annum by two equal half yearly payments the first payment to be computed from the day of my death forward the maintenance and____ of my said daughters and shall pay and save and hold harmless and____ my Executrix and her Executors and Administrators hereafter named from all such sums of money as shall be due and owing by me to any person or persons either upon bond or otherwise__and from all__ and___ to be__ or prosecuted against my said Executrix for or by reason thereof And in case my said son Peter his heirs and assigns shall not pay or cause to be paid the interest of the said several sums of one hundred and fifty pounds at the days and times hereby appointed for payment thereof My will and meaning is and I do hereby give full power and authority to and for my Executrix hereinafter named and her Executors and Administrators unto the said Messuages Lands Tenements and Heriditaments____ of any part thereof from time to time as the interest for any part thereof shall become due and payable to___and receive the__issues and profits of the premises or any part thereof for the maintenance of my daughters and the survivor and survivors of them without any amount thereof to be given to my son Peter his heirs and assigns until all such _______ duly paid and satisfied and if my son Peter his heirs or assigns shall not pay or cause to be paid the said several sums of one hundred and fifty pounds at the days and times when the same are hereby intended to be paid as also indemnify my Executrix from all and every my debts as aforesaid that in such case I do hereby give full power and authority to and for my Executrix and her Executors and Administrators to raise the same by mortgages of all or any part thereof the said Messuages and Premises or by sale of the____ and inheritance of so much thereof and will fully pay and satisfy such of the said several sums of one hundred and fifty pounds or any of my debts as shall not be paid as aforesaid Item I give unto my son Peter all my____ outdoor stock and husbandry ____ whatsoever Item I give to the poor of the parish of Hurstpierpoint forty shillings to be distributed amongst them within one month after my decease and lastly revoking all former wills by me made do make and____ my loving wife MARY sole Executrix of this my last will and testament to whom I give all my furniture of my house and other my goods and not herein before disposed of after my funeral charges and expenses discharged In witness of this my will contained in six sheets of paper I have at the top of them set my seale and at the foot of every of the said sheets set my name this second day of July in the second year of the reign of our sovereign lady Queen Anne over England Anno Domini 1703 
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Signed sealed published and declared in the presence of

John Smith   Jude Storrer    Nicholas Goffe jun

Proved 14th September 1706

People mentioned in the will

	Testator
	WILLIAM MARCHANT, born 1648, buried at Hurst 1706

	Wife
	MARY nee CHATFIELD, born 1651, wed 1672, buried at Hurst 1727

WILLIAM and MARY were responsible for extending Little Park and son THOMAS the diarist later lived there so he certainly had his inheritance before his father’s death. This inheritance must have contained a similar stipulation to the one contained in the present will in respect of monies to be paid to WILLIAM’s daughters (see Diary entry 24 June 1719). From this will it is evident that WILLIAM was no longer living at Little Park. THOMAS’s diary shows MARY living as a widow at Wanbarrow with her son Peter.

	Son
	Peter, born 1681, buried at Hurst 1764

	Son
	William, born c. 1686, inherited Spicers at Balcombe – buried at 54 in Horsham

	Daughter 
	Mary, born 1685, married Henry Faulconer

	Daughter
	Sarah, born 1690

	Daughter
	Elizabeth, born 1700, later married John Courtness

	
	

	
	Abel Muzzall, former owner of WILLIAM’s home at the time of the latter’s death 

	
	William Bannister

	
	

	Witnesses
	John Smith

	
	Jude Storer, born 1681

	
	Nicholas Goffe jr, born 1682 – 2nd cousin once removed to WILLIAM


Synopsis

· Spicers in Balcombe to son William Marchant who was to fund the following legacies:



£125 to daughter Mary



£125 to daughter Sarah



£125 to daughter Elizabeth

· Present dwelling Isotts and Lambards Mead and orchard - all in Hurst to go to son Peter who was to fund the following legacies:



£150 to daughter Mary



£150 to daughter Sarah



£150 to daughter Elizabeth



· all outdoor stock and husbandry to son Peter

· 40s to the poor of Hurst


