1708 Will of JOHN NORTON  grandfather of SARAH NORTON who was married to WILLIAM MARCHANT son of THOMAS MARCHANT the diarist          

                                                                                                                        ESRO W/A 47.100

In the Name of God Amen I JOHN NORTON the Elder of the parish of Hurstpierpoint in the County of Sussex Yeoman being in good  health of Body and Mind thanks be to God and calling to mind the frailty of nature & the uncertainty of this Life do make ordain and constitute this my last Will & Testament in manner & form following First & principally I recommend my Soul into the Hands of Almighty God who gave it me And my Body I commit to the Earth out of which it was taken thereto be buried in manner at the Discretion of mine Executor hereinafter named And as for all Goods & Estate as it hath pleased God to make me possess of I give bequeath and dispose thereof as hereinafter is by this my Direction First I give unto the poor people of the said parish of Hurstpierpoint the Sum of Forty Shillings to be distributed amongst them in such manner as mine Executor shall see it to be convenient Also I give unto every one of my household servants which shall be living with me at the time of my Death the Sum of ten Shillings a piece Also I give unto my Daughter Sarah one broad piece of old Gold to make her a Ring Also I give & bequeath and divise unto my Eldest Son John Norton & his heires all that my Messuage Farm & Lands Situate & being in Hurstpierpoint aforesaid usually called Stuckles or by whatsoever other Name or Names or any part thereof may be called or known together with all the Barns Buildings & other the Appurtenances to the same belonging And also all that Farm & Lands in the parish of Alboyin in the county aforesaid called the Tuckfield with the Appurtenances thereto (both which Farmes as were lately by me purchased of one Mr Thomas Freeman To have & to hold both the Farmes and Lands called Stuckles & the Tuckfield aforesaid with their_________ Appurtenances unto my Said Son John Norton his heirs & assigns forever Also I give & bequeath unto him my Said Son John Norton the Sum of one hundred pounds of Lawfull Money of England to be paid him at Six Months end next after my Death by mine Executor hereinafter named Also I give & bequeath more unto him my Son John one Moiety of one half of the Linnen which is reserved in a Chest of Drawer Standing in my parlour chamber Also I give to him my aforesaid Son all such Money as he shall owe unto me at the time of my Deceise Also I give unto my Kinsman John Marks of the said parish of Hurstpierpoint one Suit of my best wearing apparrell of sorts to be taken at his own choice And my Will is that the poor people & my household servants Should receive the Money hereby before given to them within one Month next after my Decease All the rest or remainder of my Money Goods Chattells Estate whatsoever I give & bequeath unto my youngest Son THOMAS NORTON I make ordain and appoint to be sole Executor of this my last Will & Testament desiring & requiring him to Execute the Same according to the true intent meaning thereof And I do name & appoint my beloved Kinsman John Norton of Chestham in the parish of Henfield and my cousin James Wood of Twinehan Yeoman to be overseers to this my Will desiring them to Assist my Executor in the Execution thereof And for their care & pains therein I give unto them Five Shillings a piece to buy each of them a pair of Gloves And this I Declare to be my Will & according to my mind In Witness whereof I have hereunto Set my Hand & Seale this Fifteenth day of October in the Fourth Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lady Anne by the Grace of God of England & Scotland France and Ireland Queen Defender of the Faith and in the Year of our Lord Christ 1705 

JOHN NORTON

Signed Sealed and Declared by the said Testator to be his last Will & Testament in the presence of James Holden, Francis Holden, Abra Muzzall 

Probatum ______________  8th May 1708 

People mentioned in the will

	Testator
	JOHN NORTON, born 1631, wed SARAH YATES 1671, died 1708

	Daughter
	Sarah, born 1672, wed Richard Lintott in Slaugham 1703

	Eldest Son
	John, born 1674

	Youngest son
	THOMAS, born 1676, wed ELIZABETH SMITH 1705, buried at Hurst 1745

	Cousin
	James Wood of Twineham

	Kinsman
	John Marks: A John Marks is mentioned in the Hearth Tax of 1662 as having 2 houses in Hurst with a total of 7 hearths

	Kinsman
	John Norton of Chestham, Henfield

	
	Thomas Freeman – previous owner of Stuckles in Hurst and Tuckfield in Albourne

	
	

	Witness
	James Holden

	Witness
	Francis Holden

	Witness
	Abraham Muzzall was a cloth worker in Hurstpierpoint and died c.1712 leaving an Inventory WSRO 350


Synopsis

· forty shillings to the Poor of Hurst

· ten shillings to each of his servants 

· one of his best suits to kinsman John Marks of Hurst 

· a piece of old gold to daughter Sarah 

· five shillings for gloves to will overseers Kinsman John Norton and cousin James Wood 

· Stuckles, Tuckfield, £100 and half his linen to eldest son John plus any money owed to him by John at the time of his death 

· residue to youngest son THOMAS 

